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Dear Sir/Madam

Formal Complaint about the recent increase in the qualifying period for settlement from four to five years (HC 1016)

I am writing to express my concerns at the recent changes in the immigration rules, extending the qualifying period from four to five years. I am particularly concerned at how these changes have been implemented, in particular the transitional arrangements made, and also the reasoning behind this change.

1) 
Transitional arrangements

As I understand the arrangements, these are to simply introduce a cut off date 
of 3 April 2006 where applications received before this date are assessed 
according to the old rules but those received after this date will be assessed 
to the new five year qualifying period. This is unfair to me because I am a 
work permit holder who entered the UK before 3 April 2006. I was 
under the impression when I first entered that I would be able to apply for 
settlement in four years and now I have been told I have to wait another year 
for no reason. I am appalled that this government can suddenly change the 
rules which affect my life and I cannot draw any reassurance because I simply 
do not know what the government will decide to do next year.

I am disgusted that the government can implement these changes without 
proper arrangements to ensure fairness. The present transitional arrangement is 
a joke and at one stroke cuts away the expectations of all those who entered 
the UK before April 2006 and in particular hurts those who have only a matter 
of months remaining until they complete 4 years yet find themselves being 
told by a government they no 
longer trust that they have to wait another year. 
There is simply no assurance 
that the government won’t simply change its 
policy and claim, as it is only 
policy, it doesn’t need to consult.


My feelings of disgust is magnified because I now understand that with 
reference to other groups of immigrants, extensive transitional arrangements 
have been put in place to reduce unfairness because of changes to the rules, 
such as students. What kind of message does the inadequacy of the transitional 
arrangements for this recent change send to work permit holders and future 
investors? From my own negative feeling on this change and the views of my 
friends in the local area, I can say it is a far from positive message

Reasons for change


All the government has to say on this matter as I understand it is that the 
changes are not necessary but express the desire to be in-line with its European 
partners. As far as I am aware, the UK has long maintained the 4 year 
settlement rule with no interference from Brussels and the government has not 
mentioned that it has to conform. The government has also stated that bringing 
everything to 5 years means one rule for EU and non EU nationals but the 4 
year rule previously applied to both EU and Non EU nationals. I have also 
heard the government state that the extra year will foster a deeper attachment 
with the UK. I already have a deep attachment with the UK but I am not 
attached to its government when it comes up with the above excuses. I believe 
that these changes will have far reaching repercussions.


I have worked hard since coming to the UK and I have observed all the 
conditions that the government has imposed on me. As a result, I cannot work 
for another employer, I cannot move without telling the Home Office, I cannot 
have recourse to public funds, even though I help pay for them, and I cannot 
borrow money to buy a house because I find it difficult to borrow from 
institutions when they realise I only have limited leave [and my children 
[insert names, ages], who are nearly university age, will have to pay overseas 
tuition rates. Being able to apply for settlement would have alleviated all 
these problems for me but I now find that I will have to change my plans.


If I had known at the time that the UK government was capable of this, then I 
may have reconsidered my coming to the UK. This is a sentiment shared with 
many of my friends and colleagues, all of whom feel they have been treated 
unjustly. I have made my home in the UK, my family is in the UK, and my 
future is in the UK and this latest change is just another indicator of why this 
extra year is so unfair to us. It is another year in which we are constrained and 
restricted in what we do and the risk of falling foul of abuses in the managed 
migration system.

Conclusion

I sincerely hope that as the elected representative of the people, you will assist in this cause by giving a public voice to my legitimate and justified grievances.  I am gravely disappointed that this can actually take place in the United Kingdom, a world leader in championing human rights and democracy.  

I thank you for your kind attention and would be grateful if you will lend your assistance to this matter.

Yours sincerely

