Good morning, may I take this opportunity to thank Counsellor Lin Xu from the Chinese embassy for joining us this morning and for his kind words of support.  Counsellor Lin xie xie nin.  

Over the past year or so following the unexpected passing away of Lord Chan, the Chinese in Britain Forum trustees have taken considerable time to decide upon a focus and a strategy for moving the Forum forwards. Lord Chan had been Chair of the Forum since its conception in November 1996, and his position and personal commitment provided a powerful drive to the forum…

Lord Chan’s contribution is be remembered with great gratitude

Following the Board’s review, it is today that our 2007 conference takes a slightly different approach to serving the Chinese community in Britain.

The first recorded visit of a Chinese person to Britain goes back to 1683, over three hundred years ago. And although there have been British citizens of Chinese origins for over 200 years, it is essentially only since the1960’s that their has been a Chinese community of any meaningful size.

It has been these post war settlers and their descendants who have made Britain there home. They have established a vibrant Chinese community in which a sophisticated business network, alongside exceptional academic achievements have made the Chinese one of the 

the most successful immigrant communities today.

It is only right and proper that we celebrate our achievements, for they have been earned through hard work and great sacrifice. But, as in all things, there are always opportunities to do better… to be better.

In addition to celebrating what we have done well, today’s conference will begin to explore how we could do better. That may not be as easy as it sounds, and certainly this will require of the community, an openness and honesty which for some may conflict with their desire to present the best possible face of the community. But an honesty about our weaknesses does not reflect badly upon our community. Indeed, for many, it is this very honesty which signifies not weaknesses but great strength.

Surely, it is only with an accurate, honest appraisal of our situation that we can plan for, and achieve, even greater success.  It is a fact, that the Chinese excell in education, that  the entrepeneurial spirit of the Chinese gives them the highest percentge of family-based busineses of any community in the country. Furthermore, Chinese culture, from food to medicine, Chinese New Year to martial arts, have not only ben passed to British Born Chinese, but have so successfully  been integrated into the mainstream and enjoyed by britains of all origins, that often the fact that their origin is Chinese is forgotten.

I firmly believe, and it is a real hope, that the Chinese community will continue in the areas of success… but this can only be achieved with your help.

So how is it that you can help? I very much hope that today will form the start of  a new approach to meeting the challenges of the Chinese community and the Chinese in Britain Forum’s role in that approach. We hope to reconnect with the community… drawing directly from the experiences at grass roots level, and translating them into practical, effective strategies that will have a real impact upon the standing and circumstances of the Chinese in Britain.

The growing number of Chinese in Britain, at the same time as the growing importance of China on the world’s stage puts a focus, and a responsibility upon us. It has to be said that the Chinese have historically been seen, and to a large extent have been, a self sufficient community. That does not, however, reflect the complexity of the community. It does not give any meaningful understanding by the communities in which we live of just who we are, and what we stand for. We have created great successes while keeping a low profile, and as I mentioned earlier, have created in less than half a century, a vibrant community in which we can take great pride. But times are changing. Britain is changing. The hopes and aspirations of British Born Chinese are fashioned by British culture and the opportunities open to them far beyond the dreams of those who first came to Britain after the war. 

Equally, the new generations of Chinese arrivals, the 80,000 or more who are studying in Britain’s world class Universities, have different aspirations.  And just as importantly, Britain, and the British have a changing understanding of China and the Chinese, set, undoubtedly to be revolutionised when Beijing hosts the 2008 Olympics, and as we shall hear shortly, by the China Now programme of events.

Quite rightly, I believe, there will be an ever greater expectation on the Chinese to be not simply co-existing in harmony as we do now, but contributing fully to a nation that needs the skills and experiences that the Chinese can uniquely bring to Britain in the years to come.

