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I have been asked to speak about the problem that the Chinese Community experience in getting involved in the local and National life within the UK and how this problem can be overcome. 

I have been working as a lobbyist and campaigner for Chinese equality rights for the past two years. We visited many towns and cities nationally, speaking to local communities, local families and the younger generation about their needs, concerns, aspirations and political views. 

With the information gathered from the national Chinese communities, I was able to brief the House of Lords and House of Commons. 

My findings are:

The problem can be seen from both sides. The government doesn’t involve the British Chinese in their legislation process- there is a lack of consultation with Chinese communities. On the other hand, British Chinese themselves are not interested in getting involved in political life. They do not think that they can make a difference. If we can motivate the Chinese community to believe that their views are important, it might encourage them to take a more active interest in the law making process. 

Unless there are greater Chinese political representation at all levels of public life. British democracy can never truly address the aspirations of Chinese Communities. 

If it can be seen within the community, that the British Chinese people are becoming more involved and visible in political life, then, in my view, other members of the community will have more confidence to get involved in other areas of public life, such as the police force, armed forces, journalism, mainstream media, local government etc. 

At present if a Chinese person is seen in a public arena, the chances are, he or she will be talking specifically about Chinese issues. 

What we need to achieve is the situation where that Chinese person is in the arena, but they are there to participate their professional knowledge in more general UK issues, as well as issues concerning the Chinese people, e.g. health, education, criminal justice, environmental, the war on Iraq etc. If we can achieve that, then UK people can more readily accept the British Chinese as part of our general society. The government will recognise our voice and include us in the policy making process. 

We have Black politicians, we have Asian politicians. In the media we have Black and Asian television presenters. These people are constantly in the public eye, but how often do you see a Chinese face in those areas?

You do not see many Chinese faces in those areas because British Chinese are not encouraged by the government, nor mainstream media in their selection process. Why? Because we are not recognised as being integrated in the mainstream society. Why not? Because Chinese people like to keep themselves to themselves. They don’t want any fuss. They want to remain silent!

No one knows unless we tell them that British born Chinese are the highest achieving individuals among their school peers. 

Chinese people are one of the top earning groups in the UK, but so far we have not made ourselves known for what we have achieved. We need to take part in local and national affairs so that we can be a voice for the community, so that we can celebrate our achievements, and air our concerns. 

How can we therefore integrate more? 

The longer term

The responsibility for building diverse communities with a shared sense of purpose lies with ordinary people like you and me. 

We should be willing to take a step and cross a playground on the school run, to engage with culturally alien people, to socialise together or even to invite each other’s children to play at their homes. 

Children learn what they live, if a child lives with acceptance and friendship, they will learn to integrate into the multicultural society in the UK. 

Learning begins from home, if parents have a mindset that what goes on in British Politics matters to them, they will influence their children to be involved, interested, and integrated into such matters. 

What is the immediate solution?

We need to take action now to send British Chinese into the forefront of politics to act as representatives for Chinese people in Britain, so we have a voice and will no longer be ignored and unheard. 

This task may now have to be laid on the shoulders of the younger generation- The British Born and British Chinese who were brought up here. They are on the whole talented people, well educated, energetic, dynamic, hardworking, quick to learn high achievers. They speak English as their first language. The fact that many of them have been nurtured in both Eastern and Western cultures is a bonus. 

With this purpose in mind, we launched the project of Integration of British Chinese into Politics on 31st October 2006 in the House of Lords. The purpose of the gathering was to discover how the younger generations could participate in British political life. 

Five months on, the British Chinese project has evolved into a lobbying group, working in the highest levels with the support from both Houses, Chinese Embassy and coalition of Chinese Communities. 

Our job is to act as a big pressure group to scrutinise the legislation process in the areas of health, education, criminal justice, immigration, communication, environmental issues etc. To apply a safety net, and to scrutinise government activity. Publicising poor practice, and maladministration, and campaign for justice. 

So now we are starting to speak in the mainstream media about the issues concerning UK as a whole. British Chinese viewpoints on politics and current affairs are being delivered in the front line TV, radio, newspapers by British Chinese. So our case is made, our voices hear, our faces seen, and a different set of priorities are set on the table.  

I don’t know if these young individuals would become our local government or members of parliament one day. What I do know is that they are learning the law making process, lobbying in parliament, presenting arguments to try to make a political decision-maker favour British Chinese in UK’s position, and deliver in the front line so that Chinese faces are constantly in the public eye.

So I hope today, we can encourage and work together with these individuals, supporting them to make their own work in their political life and serve the Chinese community the best they can.

Encourage your children to do the same!

